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BY HAND DELIVERY

Victona Rutson
Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S W - Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20423

Re: STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No. IX). Great Western Railway of
Colorado. LLC — Abandonment Exemption - In Weld County. Colorado

Dear Ms. Rutson

Attached please find 10 copies of the Environmental Report and Histonc Report
in the abovc-captioned matter. Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC expects to file its
Notice of Exemption in this matter on or shortly after March 12,2008

Sincerely,

Karl Morell
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EXHIBIT D

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. SECTION 1 105.7)

DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. IX)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in the current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposes to abandon its
Wclty Branch located between milcpost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Welty, in Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6 2 miles (the "Line") Upon
receipt of abandonment authority, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track materials, and
cross ties.

During the removal of the track and track materials, GWRC does not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing
public and pnvate access roads and the GWRC nght-of-way should be needed to
facilitate the salvage operations In addition, there arc no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed. There are no bridges to be removed and no surrounding waterways

The Line has not been used for local traffic in over 20 years and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line. The Line is stub-ended and not capable
of handling overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
freight operations or maintenance practices on this Line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the Line to all other GWRC customers. Obviously, this
would not be a prudent use of GWRC's resources. The Line is in extremely poor
condition.

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1 .

^! 2. Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action
' on regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of
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traffic (passenger and freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action.

No passenger or freight traffic will be diverted to other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment No local traffic has moved over the Line in over 20 years and
the Line is not capable of handling overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed
abandonment will have no adverse effects on local or regional transportation systems or
patterns

3. Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional
planning agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by
such agencies, state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use
plans. Describe any inconsistencies, (ii) Based on the consultation with the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land, (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by §1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable
for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 § and explain why.

(i) GWRC is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with
local land use plans. GWRC contacted the local government of Weld County. See
Exhibit 2 To date, no response to this inquiry has been received A copy of this Report
is being supplied to the Weld County Commissioners for their information and comment.

(II) GWRC contacted the Natural Resource and Conservation Service
("NRCS") and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on prime
agricultural land See Exhibit 3. In its response, NRCS noted that the "potential impact
on prime agricultural land will be none" See Exhibit 3

(III) The Line does not pass through a designated coastal zone.

(iv) The right-of-way involved does not appear to be suitable for alternative
public use other than as a recreational trail since it is located, for the most part, in a rural,
sparsely populated area No State or local entity has expressed an interest in the right-of-
way

4. Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
transportation of energy resources, (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
recyclable commodities, (iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an
increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why. (iv) If the
proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: (A)
1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for
any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy
consumption and show data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.



(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
energy resources

(11) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
recyclable commodities

(in) The proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on overall energy
efficiency since no local traffic has moved over the Line in over 20 years and the Line is
not capable of handling overhead traffic Any traffic that previously moved over the Line
has long ago been transferred either to other modes or other routings

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of any rail traffic
to motor carnage since no local traffic has been handled over the Line in many years and
the Line is not capable of handling overhead traffic.

5. Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase
in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the
proposal, or (B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured
by carload activity), or (C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10
percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49
U.S.C. § 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a
previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection
(5)(i)(A) will apply, (if) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment
area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic
of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at
least three trains a day on any segment of rail line, (B) An increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) An average
increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50
vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased
emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan.
However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or
a case involving the relnstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only
the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (Hi) If transportation of
ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and frcon) is contemplated,
identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices
(including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting
materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding these
thresholds



(u) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding these
thresholds.

(in) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone
depleting matcnals

6. Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item 5(i) of this section
are surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental
increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) An increase to a noise
level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools,
libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the
project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed.

Not applicable

7. Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public
health and safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings), (ii) If
hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials,
(ill) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those
sites and the types of hazardous materials Involved.

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public
health and safety.

(n) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
hazardous materials

(111) GWRC is unaware of any hazardous waste sites or sites where hazardous
spills have occurred on or along the nght-of-way

8. Biological Resources, (i) Based on consultations with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat, and if so,
describe the effects, (ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or
State parks or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

(i) GWRC notified the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service ("FWS") of the
proposed abandonment and requested assistance in determining whether endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat are likely to be adversely



affected See Exhibit 4 According to FWS, there is no designated critical habitat in
Weld County. FWS also supplied GWRC a list of endangered and threatened species in
Weld County but was unable to provide site-specific information See Exhibit 4 To the
best of GWRC's knowledge, none of the identified species can be found directly on the
nght-of-way and given the nature of the planned salvage operation, it is very unlikely that
any endangered or threatened species will be harmed If, however, any of the endangered
or threatened species is encountered during salvage operations, GWRC will consult
rurther with FWS A copy of this Report is being supplied to FWS for its information
and further comment

(11) There arc ho wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests along the Line that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.
Nevertheless, GWRC contacted the National Park Service ("NPS") of the proposed
abandonment and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on wildlife
sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 5. NPS had no
comments See Exhibit 5 A copy of this Report is being supplied to NPS for its
information and comment.

9. Water. (i) Based on consultation with the State water quality
officials, state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies, (ii) Based on
consultation with the Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under section
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected.
Describe the effects, (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) arc required for the proposed action.

(i) GWRC is confident the proposed abandonment will not be inconsistent
with applicable water quality standards The Line docs not cross any bodies of water and
the salvage operations will have no impact on water quality in the area Nevertheless,
GWRC contacted the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
("CDPHE") and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") concerning this
matter requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment is
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards See Exhibit 6
To date, no responses have been received A copy of mis Report is being supplied to
CDPHE and EPA for their information and comment.

(n) GWRC contacted the Corps of Engineers ("Corps") concerning these
matters. See Exhibit 7. According to the Corps, the Line is not located in a designated
ftoodplam. The Corps noted that the "only potentially jurisdiction waters of the United
States near the line are the Hillsboro Ditch and a small ephemeral tributary that flows to
the ditch.11 See Exhibit 7 The Hillsboro Ditch is located to the southeast of Johnstown
whereas the Line extends from Johnstown to the west. At its closest location, the Line is
approximately one mile from the Hillsboro Ditch. Consequently, GWRC believes the
proposed abandonment will not require the issuance of any permits under Section 404 of



the Clean Water Act A copy of this Report is being supplied to the Corps for its
information and further comment

(111) GWRC believes the proposed abandonment will not require the issuance
of any permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act GWRC contacted the EPA
concerning this matter and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards and determining whether the proposed abandonment is
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards. See Exhibit 6
To date, no response to this inquiry has been received A copy of this Report is being
supplied to the EPA for its information and comment

10. Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to
mitigate adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate.

GWRC does not anticipate any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. GWRC will, of
course, adhere to any remedial actions suggested by the recipients of this Report and
required by the Board
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September 21. 2007

Weld County Commissioners
P O Uox 758
Greeley. CO 30M2

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

(Jreal Western Railway <»f Colorado, I -I C (*4(iWRC") is planning to file a Notice of
Fixcmplion with I lie Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its ft 2-nnle line of railroad located between milepost 0.0, al Johnstown, and
mileposi 6 2, al Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment is
attached

Pursuant to the S I'B's environmental regulations al 49 C F R , Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects on
existing land use plans We must determine whether the proposed abandonment is inconsistent
with existing land use plans

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STH

I\MHI u>n UHH.IIN WAMIIHI..IIN OC Ftiw> O



BALL JANIK ...•

September 21,2007
Page 2

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely.

Karl Morel!
Attorney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC
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September 21,2007

Stale Conservationist
I'SDA Natural Resource Conservation Service
655 I'arfet Street
Room E-200C
Lakcwood, CO «0215-8000

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. I), Croat Western Railway of
Colorado, IXC --Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, 1,1 XT ("GWRC") is planning to tiled V H - L I ••'
I exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about Novcmbci .'" -'' •
GWRC to abandon its 6.2-mile line of railroad located between nulcpost 0 0. at k Iv,•-•. .« .1..
milepost 6 2, at Wclty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandoniii'.1!! i-
attachcd.

Pursuant to the STU's environmental regulations at 49 C F R , I'art 1105, w*. .1 ^ '-"i
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us m identifying any potential dk \ i r .<n
agneultural land.

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any conmicni ^ .< . i :
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a written rcspoiiM- . > ilt. 'i
can forward it to the STB

1'iinil ^Nll (liiLfiftN WAViiiNTinv. U C, UHNI



BALL JANIK m*

September 21,2007
Page 2

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Karl Morell
Attorney tor
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC



United States Department of Agriculture

&NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service
655 Parfct Street Room E200C
Lakewood. Colorado 80215

NOV 16 2007

Mr. Karl Morel I
Ball Jamk LLP
145S F Street NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005

Re Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No 1), Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC- Abandonment
Exemption—In Weld County. CO

Dear Mr Morell-

Tins is in rcspon.se to your letter dated September 21, 2007, on the proposed abandonment in
Weld County Based on the limited inlormation received in regards to the location of this
proposal, we can only surmise that the potential impact on prime agricultural land will be none

Abandonment of the existing railroad corridor will nol. of and by it.self, have any impact on
adjoining agricultural lands

If you have any questions or concerns, please, call Gary Fmstad, Resource Conservationist, at
(720)544-2820

Sincerely,

ALLI-N GRHRN
State Conservationist

Helping 1'cnpltr Help ttic I and

An 1-qual Opportunity I niploycr and Provider
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September 21,2007

U.S Fish and Wildlife Service
1> O Box 25486
Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO X0225

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ('"GWRC") is planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mile line of railroad located between milcpost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
mil epos! 6 2, at Wclty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposal abandonment is
attached

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C F R., Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in determining whether it is likely to
adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STB

OKTGON WAAHIN^KM MC ULNI>



BALL JANIK m>

September 21, 2007
Page 2

Thank you in jdvancc tor your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely

Karl Morcll
Attorney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC



United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDUFL SHRVICL

Fcoloeical Services
Colorado Field Office

I'D Box 25486, DFC (65412)
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

IN R1.PI Y KI-H-R 10
ES/CO T&n/I.ist
TAILS 65412-2007-1A-0004

Karl Morell
Attorney fOCT - £ ?fn~
Ball Janik LLP1455 l; Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington, D C 20005

Dear Karl Morell

This responds to your letter of September 2 1 , 2007 concerning Docket No. AB-857(Suh-
No.l), Great Western Railway of Colorado, I<LC- Abandonment Exemption- In Weld
County, Colorado. The enclosed list is presented under the authority conferred to the U S
I'ish & Wildlife Service (Service) by the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (HSA), as
amended (16 U S C 1511

Fnclosed is a list of Federal endangered, threatened, proposed and candidate species
occurring in Colorado The list for Weld County may be used as a basis for determining
species potentially present in the area Due to staffing constraints, the Colorado Field Office
cannot provide you with site-specific information or provide recommendations regarding
options under the I Endangered Species Act There is no designated critical habitat m Weld
County

On February 2. 2005 the U S Fish and Wildlife Service issued a finding oil a petition to
delisl treble's Because of the complexity involved, the Service has extended its original
proposal Until *i final determination is made, treble's remains protected under HSA

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Adam Mis/tal, of the Colorado Field Office,
at (303) 236-4753 or at email adam_mis/tal@fws gov

Sincerely,

Susan C 1. inner
Colorado Field Supervisor

Enclosure



Colorado Field Office County List
Updated August 2007

Symbols
* W;ilcr depletions in Ihe Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Basins.
may affect the species and/or critical habitat in downstream reaches in other states
A Water depletions m the South Plalle River may affect the species and/or critical habitat m
downstream reaches in other states
"O There is designated critical habitat for the species within the county

'I hreatcned
Endangered
1'roposcd
l-xpcrimcntjl
Candidate

For additional information contatt US AM/I and Wildlife Service. Colorado Field Office. PO
Box 25486 DFC (MS 65412). Denver. Colorado 80225-0486. telephone 303-236-4773
US Fish and Wildlife Service. W^tern Colorado Field Office, 764 Horizon Drive. HuildmgB.
(Jrand Junction, Colorado XI506. telephone 970-243-277,V

Species
ADAMS
Black-footed ferret
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Treble's meadow jumping mouse
Ute ladies'-tresses orchid
Whooping crane A

ALAMOSA
Black-footed ferret
Canada lynx
Mexican spotted owl
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Yellow-billed cuckoo

ARAPAHOF
Black-fooled ferret
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A

Scientific Name

Mustela nignpes
Stcmula anlillanirn
Slnx occidentalis lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadrius mclodus
/apus hudsomus prcblei
Spiranthcs diluvialis
Grus amencana

Mustela nignpes
Lynx canadensis
Stnx occidentalis lucida
Hmpidonax trail In cxtimus
Coccyzus amcricanus

Mustela nignpes
Slernula antillarum
Stnx occidentals lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus

Status

F

K

T



Piping plover A
Preble's meadow jumping mouse
Ulc ladies1 -tresses orchid
Whooping crane A

ARCHULETA
Black-fooled ferret
Canada lynx
Colorado pikemmnow*
Mexican spotted owl
Pagusa skyrocket
Ka/orback sucker*
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Yellow-billed cuckoo

BACA
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Lesser prairie chicken

BENT
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Least lern (interior population)
Lesser prairie chicken
Piping plover

BOULDER
Canada lynx
Colorado butterfly plant
Greenback cutthroat trout
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Preble's meadow jumping mouse
Slender moonwort
Ute ladics'-trcsses
Whooping crane A

BROOM FIELD
Black-footed ferret
Colorado butterfly plant
Least tern (interior population) A
Pallid sturgeon A

Charadnus melodus
Zapus hudsomus preblci
Spiranthes diluvial is
Cirus amcrieana

Mustcla nignpcs
Lynx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Slrix occidentals Incida
I po mops is polyantha
Xyrauchcn tcxanus
Rmpidonax trail In cxhmus
Coccy/us amcncanu.s

Ktheostoma cragmi
Mustela nignpcs
I ympanuchus pallidicmctus

Ethcostoma cragmi
Mustela nignpcs
Stemula antillarum
'1 ympanuchus pallidicmctus
Charadnus melodus

Lynx canadensis
Gaura neomcxicana spp coloradensis
Oncorhynchus clarki stomias
Sternula antillarum
Slrix occidental is lucida
Scuphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Zap us hudsomus prcblei
Bolrychium lineare
Spiranthes diluvialis
Grus umcricana

Mustcla nignpcs
Gaura neomexicana spp coloradensis
Stemula antillarum
Scaphirhynchus albus

'1
T
r
!•;

E
T
E
T
C
R
E
C

C
E
C

C
E
R
C
T

T
T
r
R
T
R
T
T
C
T
R

E
r
E
R



Piping plover A
Preblc's meadow jumping mouse
Utc ladics'-trcsscs orchid
Whooping crane A

CHAFFEE
Canada lynx
Mexican spotted owl
Uncompahgrc fritillary bultcrily

CHEYENNE
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Lesser prainc chicken 1

CLEAR CRKKK
Bald eagle
Canada lynx
Greenback cutthroat trout
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Slender moonwort
Whooping crane A

CONEJOS
Black-fooled ferret
Canada lynx
Mexican spotted owl
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Yellow-hilled cuckoo

COST1LLA
Black-fooled ferret
Canada lynx
Mexican spotted owl
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Yellow-hilled cuckoo

CROWLEY
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Least tern (interior population)
Lesser pramc chicken

Charadrms mclodus
Tapus h ud son i us prcblci
Spiranlhcs diluviahs
Grus amencana

Lynx canadcnsis
Stnx occidental is lucida
Bolorid acrocnema

Hthcosloma cragini
Mustcla nignpcs
Tympanuchus pallidicmctus

Hahaeelus leucoccphalus
Lynx canadcnsis
Oncorhynchus clarki stomids
Stcmula antillarum
Stnx occidentahs lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus mclodus
Botrychium hncare
Grus aincncana

Mustcla m gripes
Lvnx canadcnsis
Stnx occidentahs lucida
l\mpidonax traillu extimus
Cocoyzus amcncunus

Mustela in gripes
Lynx canadensis
Stnx occidentahs lucida
Empidonax trail In cxtimus
Coccy/us amencanus

Etheostoma cragim
Mustcla nigripes
Stcrnulaanlillarum
Tympanuchus palhdicmctus

T
T
r
n

T
T
F.

c
E
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Piping plover

CUSTER
Canada lynx
Greenback cutthroat trout
Mexican spotted owl

DELTA
Black-too ted ferret
I Iony tail
Canada lynx
Cla\ -loving wild buckwheat
Colorado pikemmnowV
Humpback chub _
Ra/orback suckers.'1

I h'nta Basin bookless cactus
Yellow-billed cuckoo

DENVER
Least tern (interior population)
Pallid sturgeon A
J'iping plover A
Prehle's meadow jumping mouse
Die ladics'-trcsses orchid
Whooping crane A

cat

us

it ion) A

, mouse

Chora

Lynx
Oncor
Stnx i

Music
Gilac
Lynx
Hriogt
Ptychi
Gilac
Xvrau
Sclcro
Coccv

Stcrnu
Scaph
Charac
Zapus
Spiran
Cirus a

Oncorhynchus clarki s to mi as
Stnx occidental is lucidn

Kriogonum pclinophilum

!£_

J^_r
r_
I-

Zapus liudsonius prcblci
T
r

Ji
E

DOLORES
Honytail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikcminnow*
Humback
Mexican spotted owl
Ra/orback sucker*
Southwestern willow llvcalchcr
Unctimpatigre Inlillary butterlly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

DOUGLAS
Black-looted ferret
Colorado butterlly plant
Greenback cutthroat trout
Least tern (interior population) A
_Mexican spotted owl
JPalhd sturgeon A
Pawnee montane skipper

'

(iila elcgans
Lvnx canadensis
Plychochcilus Inci
Cilia cypha
Stnx occidentalis J
Xyrauchen texanuf
Hmpidonax trail hi
Boloria acrocnema
Coccy/us amencai

Mustcla m gripes
Gaura neomcxican
Oncorhynchus clai
Sicmulaanlillarurr
Stnx occidentalis 1
Scaphirhynchus al
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Piping plover A
Prcblc\s meadow lumping mouse?'
lite ladies'-lresses orchid
Whooping crane A

EAGLE
Black-fooled ferret
Bon > tail*
Canada lyn\
Colorado pikcminnow*
Mump hack chub*
Ra/orback sucker*
Uncompahgre frilillary butterlly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

KLBERT
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Least teni (interior population) A
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Prehle's meadow jumping mouse
Whooping crane A

KL PASO
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Greenback cutthroat doul
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Problems meadow jumping mouse
Slender moonwort
Lite ladies'-ircsses orchid
Whooping crane A

FREMONT
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Canada lynx
Mexican spotted owl

GARFIELO
Bony tail

Charadnus melodus
Zapus Hudson ms prcblei
Spiranthes diluviahs
Grus amerieana

Musteki nigripes
Gila elegans
Lynx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Gilacypha
Xyrauchen texanus
Boloria acrocnemu
Coccv/us amencanus

-
Etheostoma cragini
Mustela nigripes
Stcrnula antillarum
Scaphirhynchui* albus
Charadrius melodus
Zapus hudsonius prehlei
Grus amencana

Fthcostomn cragmi
Mustela nigripes
Oncorhvnchus clarki slomias
Sternula antillarum
Stnx occidentals lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Tapus hudsonius prcblei
Botrvchium lineare
Spiranthes diluvialis
Grus amencana

Htheostoma cragini
Mustela nigripes
Lynx canadensis
Stnx occidental is lucida

Gila elegant
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Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikeminnow'O
De Bequc phaccliu
Humpback chub
Mexican spotted owl
Parachute hcardtonguc
Kazorhack suckers'1

Umla Basin hooklcss cactus
Yellow-hilled cuckou

GIM'IN
(Canada Ivnx
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Whooping crane A

<;KAND
Bonytail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikemmnow*
Humpback chub*
Osterhout milkvelch
Pen land heardlongue
Kazorhack sucker*
Slender moonwort
Yellow-hilled cuckoo

GUNNISON
Bonylail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikcminnow*
I lumphack chub*
Razorback sucker*
Uneompahgre fnlillary hutterlly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

IIINSDALE
Bonviail*
Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikcminnow*
1 lumphack chub*
Ra/orback sucker*
Southwestern willow llvcaleher

Lynx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Phacelia submutica
Ciila cypha
Stnx occidentahs lucidu
Penstemon dehilis
X>rauLhen te\.uius
Sclcrocactus glaucus
COLC>/US anieneunus

I vn\ canadensis
Sternula antillarum
Stnx occidental is lucida
Scaphirhj nchus albus
Chdradrius melodus
Grus amencana

Gilaelegans
I vnx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Gila cypha
Astragalus osterhoutn
Penstemon pcnlandu
X\ rnuchen texanus
Botr\chium lincarc
Coccy/us amcncanus

Gihi clegans
Lvnx canadensis
Ptvchocheilus lucius
Gila cypha
Xvrauchcn texanus
Bolona acrocnema
Coccyzus amencanus

Gila clegans
Lvnx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Gila cypha
Xvruuchcn texanus
hmpidonax trailln cMimus
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Uneornpahgre fntillary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

HUKKFAINO
Arkansas darter
Canada lvn\
Greenback cutthroat trout
Mexican spotted mvl

JACKSON
Canada l\n\
Least tern (interior population) A
North Park phacelia
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Whooping crane A

-
JEFFERSON
Canada Ivnx
Colorado butterfly plant
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Pawnee montane skipper
Piping plover A
Prcble's meadow jumping mouse©
Die ladies" -t re.sses orchid
Whooping crane A

-
KIOWA
Arkansas darter
Black-looted ferret
Least tern (interior population)
Lesser prairie chicken
Piping plover

KIT CARSON
Black-looted ferret

LAKE
Canada lynx
Greenback cutthroat trout
Pen land alpine fen mustard
Slender moonworl
Uncompahgre fntillary butterfly

Bolona aeroenema
Coccy/u.s amencanus

F.lhcostoma cragmi
Lvnx canadensis
Oncorhynehus clarki stomias
Stnx occidcntalis lueida

1 vnx canadensis
Sternula antillarum
Phacelia tbrmosula
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus mclodus
Grus amencana

Lynx canadensis
f iaura neomexicana spp coloradensis
Sternula antillanim
Stnx occidcntalis lueida
Scaphirhynchus albus
Hespcna leonardus monlanu
Charadnus melodus
Zapus hudsonius preblei
Spiranthes diluviahs
Grus amencana

htheostoma cragmi
Mustela mgnpes
Sternula antillarum
lympanuchiLs pallidicmctus
Charadnus melodus

Mustela mgripes

Lvnx canadensis
Oncorhynchus clarki stomias
Hutrema penlandn
Bolrvchium Imeare
Bolona aeroenema
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LA PLATA
Black-footed ferret
Canada lynx
Colorado pikcminnow*
Knowllon cactus
Mexican spoiled owl
kazorback sucker*
Southwestern willow llycalcher
Uncompahgre fnlillary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

LARIMER
Black-footed Icrrel
Canada lynx
Colorado butterfly plant
Greenback cutthroat trout
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
North Park phacelia
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Prcble's meadowjumpmg mouse©
Ute ladies '-tresses orchid
Whooping crane A

LASANIMAS
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Canada lynx
Mexican spoiled owl

LINCOLN
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
Least tern (interior population) A
Lesser prairie chicken
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Whooping crane A

LOGAN
Least tern (interior population) A
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover

Mustela nignpes
Lvnx canadensis
Ptychochcilus lucius
Pcdiocactus knowltonn
Sln\ occidental is lucida
Xyrauchen texanus
limpidonax IraiHn cxtimus
Bo lorn acrocnenia
Coccv/us amcricanus

Music la nigripcs
Lynx canadensis
Ciaura neomexicana spp coloradensis
Oncorhvnchus clarki stomias
Sternula antillarum
Stnx occidentahs lucida
Phacelia formosula
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Zapus hudsonius prcblci
Spinmthes diluviahs
(irusaincncana

l-.theoslomu cragmi
Mustela nigripes
Lvnx canadensis
Stnx occidentahs lucida

Ethcosloma cragmi
Mustela nigripcs
Sternula antillarum
'I ympanuchus pallidicmctus
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Grus americana

Sternula anlillarum
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadrius melodus
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Whooping crane A

MESA
Bonytail©
Canada lynx
Colorado pikemmnow©
Do Bequc phacelia
Humpback chub©
Razorback sucker©
Umla Basin bookless cactus
Yellow-billed cuckoo

MINERAL
Canada lynx
Colorado pikemmnow*
Razorback sucker*
Southwestern willow llycatcher
Uncompahgre Iritillary butterfly
Yellow-billed euckoo

MOFFAT
Black-fooled ferret
Bonytail©
Canada lynx
Colorado pikemmnow©
Humpback chub©
Mexican spotted owl
Razorback sucker©
Yellow-billed euckoo

MONTE/UMA
Black-footed ferret
Canada lynx
Colorado pikenunmnv*
Maneos milkvetch
Mesa Verde cactus
Mexican spotted owl
Ra/orhack sucker*
Sleeping Utc milkvetch
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Yellow-billed cuckoo

MONTKOSE
Black-fooled ferret

Grus amencana

Gila clcgans
Lynx canadcnsis
I'tychocheilus lucius
Phaccha submutica
Gila eypha
XyrauJicn texanus
Sclcrocactus glaucus
Coccyzus amencanus

Lynx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Xyrauchcn texanus
L-mpidonax Irailln cxtimus
Bo I on a acrocnema
Cocey/us amencanus

Muslela nignpes
Gila elegans
Lynx canadensis
Ptychochcilus lilcius
Gila cypha
Stnx occidentahs lucida
Xyrauehen texanus
Coccyzus amencanus

Muslela nignpes
Lynx canadensis
Ptychochcilus lucius
Astragalus hurmllimus
Sclerocactus mesiie-vcrdac
Strix occidental is lucida
Xyrauehen texanus
Astragalus torlipes
Empidonax trail Hi cxtimus
Coccyzus amencanus

Mustela mgnpes
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Black-footed icrrot
I.cast tern (interior population;

_Palhd sturgeon A
_Pipjng plover _

Bonylail*
Canada lynx
Clay-loving wild buckwheat
Colorado pikeminnow*
I lumpback chub*
Mexican spotted ov\ I
Ra/orback sucker*
Uinta Basin bookless cactus
Yellow-billed cuckoo

MORGAN

Prcblc's meadow jumping mouse
Ute ladies'-tresses orchid
Whooping crane A

OTERO
Arkansas darter
Black-footed ferret
1 .cast tern (interior population)
Piping plover

OURAY
I *onytail*_
Canada lynx
('olorado pikenunnou* _
Humpback chub*
Ra/orback sucker*
Uncompahgre frilillary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

Giia clegans
I,vn\ canadensis
rriogonum pelinophilum
Ptvchocheilus lucius
Ciila cypha
Slnx occidentahs lucida
Xvrauchen tcxanus
Sclcrocactus glaucus
Coccy/us amencanus

Music I a m gripes
Slemula antillanim
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Zapus hudsonius prehlci
Spiranihcs diluvialis
Grus amencana

hthcostoma cragini
Mustcla mgripcs
Sternula antillarum
Charadrius melodus

Gilaelciians

PARK
Canada lynx
Greenback cutthroat (rout
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A _
Pawnee montane skipper
Penland alpine icn mustard
Piping plover A
I Ineompahgre frilillary butterfly
Whooping crane A

Lynx eanadensis _
Ptychochcilus lucius
Gila cvpha

T
Jin
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Xyrauchen texanus
Bolona acrocnema
Coccy^us amencanus c

I.vox canadensis T
Oncorhvnchus clarki slomias
Sternula antillarum
Stnx occidentals lucida
Scaphirhynchus alhus
Hespena Iconardus montana
Hutrema penlandn
Charadnus melodus
Bolona aerocnema

I.
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PHILLIPS
None

PITKIN
Bonylail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikcminnow*
Humpback chub*
Mexican spotted owl
Ra/orback sucker*
Uncompahgre I'nlillan butterlly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

PKOWBKS
Arkansas darter
Black-fooled ferret
Least tern (interior population)
Lesser praine chicken
Piping plover

PUEBLO
Arkansas darter
Black-fooled ferret
Canada Ivnx
Greenback cutthroat trout
Mexican spotted owl

RIO BLANCO
Black-footed ferret
Bonvtdil*
Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikemnuiow©
Dudley Bluffs hlnddcrpod
Dudley Bluffs twinpod
Graham beard tongue
Humpback chub*
Ka/orback sucker*
White River bcardtongue
Yellow-billed cuckoo

RIO GRANDE
Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikemmnovv*
Mexican spotted owl

Gila el cyans
Lvnx canadcnsis
Plvchocheilus lucius
(iilacypha
Stnx occidenlahs lucida
Xyrauchen texanu.s
Boloi la acrocnema
Coccv/us amcncanus

r.lhcostoma cragini
Mustela ni gripes
Sternulaantillarum
'1 vmpaiuiLhus palhdicinclus
Charadnus melodus

I'lheoslomacragmi
Mustela nignpcs
I vnx canadcnsis
Oncorhvnchus clarki stomias
Stnx occidentals lucida

Mnslela n» gripes
Giln elegans
L\nx canadensis
Plvchocheilus lucius
1 csquerella congesta
Phvsoria obcordala
Pensiemon graham n
Gilacypha
Xvrauchen tcxanus
Penstemon scanosus var albifluvis
Coccy/us amencanus

Lvnx canadensis
Ptychocheilus lucius
Stnx occidental is lucida
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Razorback sucker*
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Uncompahgrv fntillary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

Koinr
Bonvtail*
Canada lynx
(Colorado pikemmnow*
Humpback chub*
Razorhack sucker*
Yellow-billed cuckoo

SAGUACHE
Black-fooled ferret
Bonytail*
Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikeminnow*
Humpback chub*
Mexican spotted owl
Razorback sucker*
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

SAN JUAN
Canada Ivnx
Colorado pikeminnow*
Razorback sucker*
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Uncompahgrc fntillary bullerflv
Yellow-billed cuckoo

SAN MIGUKL
Black-footed ferret
Bonylail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikeminnow*
Humpback chub*
Mexican spotted owl
Razorback sucker*
Southwestern willow flycatcher
Uncompahgre fntillary bullerflv
Yellow-billed cuckoo

i

Xyrauchen tcxanus
Bmpidonax traillu cxlimus
Boloria aeroenenia
Coccy/us americanus

Gila clegans
Lynx canadensis
Plychochcilus lucius
Cnla cypha
Xyrauchen texanus
Coccy/us americanus

Mustela nignpcs
Gila elegans
f.ynx canadensis
Plychochcilus lucius
Gilucyphu
Strix occidental is lucida
Xyrauchen texanus
Kmpidonax trail hi cxlimus
Boloria aeroenenia
Coccy/us americanus

Lynx canadensis
Ptychoeheilus lucius
Xyrauchen texanus
Empidonax trailln exlimus
Bofonu aerocnema
Cocc>zus americanus

Mustcla mgnpes
(Jila elegans
Lynx canadensis
Ptychoeheilus lucius
(Ji la cypha
Stnx occidental is lucida
Xyrauchen tcxanus
Fmpidonax trailln cxtimus
Boloria aerocnema
Coccv/us americanus
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SEDGWICK
Least tern (interior population)
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover
Whooping crane A

SUMMIT
Bony tail*
Canada lynx
Colorado pikcmmnow*
Humpback chub*
Mexican spoiled owl
Penlund alpine fen mustard
Ra/orback sucker*
Slender moonwort
Uncompahgre fri Hilary butterfly
Yellow-billed cuckoo

TELLER
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Pawnee montane skipper
Piping plover A
Prcble's meadow jumping mouse©
Whooping crane A

WASHINGTON
Black-looted ferret
Least tern (interior population) A
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Whooping crane A

WELD
Black-footed ferret
Colorado butterfly plant
Least tern (interior population) A
Mexican spotted owl
Pallid sturgeon A
Piping plover A
Prcble's meadow lumping mouse
Utc ladies* -tresses orchid
Whooping crane A

Stcrnula antillarum
Scuphirhynchus albus
Gharadrius melodus
Grus a men can a

Gila elegans
Lynx canadensis
Plychochcilus lucius
Gila cypha
Stnx occidentals lucida
llulrema pcnlandu
Xy raw; hen texanus
Botrychium lincare
Boloria acrocnema
Coccyzus amencanus

Slemula antillarum
Strix occidentahs lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus
I lespena Iconardus montuna
Charadnus melodus
Zapus hudsomus prcblei
Grus amcncana

Mustcla ni gripes
Slemula antillarum
Seaphirhynchus albus
Charadnus melodus
Grus amencana

Mustcla ni gripes
Gaura neomexicana spp. coloradcnsis
Stcmula antillarum
Stnx occidentahs lucida
Scaphirhynchus albus
Charadrius melodus
Zapus hudsomus preblei
Spiranthes diluvialis
Grus amencana

E
E
T
F.

R
T
E
R
r
T
i-:
c
If
C

E
T
1*
T
r
T
E

F.
F,
E
1
K

E
T
E
T
E
T
T
r
h

13



YUMA
None
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www thilljnnik com

n-JJ-JiiONh 2O2-638-33O7
-783-6947
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September 21,2007

National Park Service
RTCA Program
1201 Bye Street. NW
9th Floor (Org Code 2240)
Washington, D C 20005

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC—Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, 1.1C ("GWRC") is planning to tile a
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or ahout November! I * -<11'''' '' •
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mile line of railroad located between milepost 0 0, ar Join *(.. : • u1

milepost 6 2, at Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed ahandwni *.n: '»
attached

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C F R , Part 1105, \\i.- ju «K " m«.
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in identifying any potential clk't -. »• i
wildlife sanctuanes or refuges. National or Slate parks or forests

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any tongue'*.* , .-i-
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a written rcspnn .e ..- th .1 .n1

can forward it to the STB

ri-nin.v.i> fJiu-iiiiN WA^inrir.iriN IX* BI'NII OIUTH.IN



BALL JANIK • i r

September 21,2007
Page 2

'I hank you in advjnce for your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely,

Karl Morc
Attorney for:
Great Western Rail way of Colorado, LLC



Morell, Karl

From: Chem_Espersen@nps gov
Sent- Wednesday, October 03. 2007 10 43 AM
To. Morell, Karl
Subject: Docket No AB-857. Weld County, CO

Mr Morell,
Thank you for your recent, letter regarding Great Western Railway of Colorado's proposed
abandonment of a 6.7-mile line of railroad located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown and
mil epos t 6 2 at Welty in Weld County, Colorado 1 have no comments at this time, and
cannot comment on potential effects on wjldlife sanctuaries or refuges. State parks or
forests.

Cherri Espersen
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW (Org Code 2240)
Washington, DC 20240-0001
202-354-G920
202-371-5179 (fax)
[For visitors and deliveries, please use 1201 Eye St , NW, 9th floor, Org Code 2240,
Washington, D.C. 20005]
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A T T O R N E Y S

1455 F Snmri NW. Sum-. 225
WASHINGTON DC 2OOO5

wwwbnlljamk com

TKLKTHOra: 2O2-txJ&33O7
-783<i947

KARL MORI 1 1 kmniell(5>bjllp mm

September 21,2007

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Crock Drive South
Denver, CO 80246

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC—Abandonment Exemption--In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of"Colorado, I LC ("GWRC") is planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mile line of railroad located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment is
attached.

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C I7 R , Cart 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so (hat you may assist us in identifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards We also seek your assistance in determining whether the
proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards GWRC does not believe any permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act will
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing u* with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STB

Funn \NP OIII'I.ON WASHINGTON DC Di'iwi



BALL JANIK m*

September 2 1,2007
Page 2

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance. If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely,

.arl Morell
Attorney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC
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September 21, 2007

11 S Environmental Protection Agency
W 18"'Street
Suite 300
Denver, CO K0202-2466

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, MX- —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam.

tircal Westein Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") is planning to file a Notice of
Kxemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
(jWRC to abandon its o.2-milc line of railroad located between milepost 0.0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6.2, at Welly, in Weld County. Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment is
attached

Pursuant to the S I'B's environmental regulations at 49 C.F R , Part 1105, we arc advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards We also seek your assistance in determining whether the
proposed abandonment is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards GWRC docs not believe any permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act will
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer. We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STB
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Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance. If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely,

Karl Morcll
Attorney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, I.I.C
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September 21, 2007

U S Army Engineer, Omaha District
106 South 15lh Street
Omaha, Nebraska 6X102-1618

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. I), Croat Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Mad.'im

Great Western Railway or Colorado, Ll-C ("GWRC") is planning to file a Notice ot"
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-milc line of rail road located between milcpost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment is
attached

Pursuant to the STIJ's environmental regulations at 4° C I7 R , Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects on
designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains GWRC does not believe any permits under
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required

We would appreciate your review (if the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward U to the STB

OiinxiN WAMUNIITON U C UKNII OHTRON



BALL JANIK LIP

September 21,2007
Page 2

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance. If you have any questions concerning
this mailer, please contact me

Sincerely,

Karl Morel!
Attorney for
Great Western Rail way of Colorado, LLC
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Nnveinbcr 16,2007

Mr Karl Morel 1, Ksq
Kail JamkLLP
145? 1- Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington DC 20005

KK: Docket No. AH-857 (Suh-NO. 1), Great Western Railway of Colorado, MX1 - Abandonment
fj'xemptiun - In Weld County, CO
Corps File No. NWO-2007-3567-DKN

Hear Mr Morel I

Reference is nude lo ihe above-mentioned project located between milcposl 0 0, at Johnstown
and nnlepost ft 2, at Welly in Weld County, Colorado This project was reviewed hy Mr Terry McKce
of my office in accordance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act In addition, Mr McKcc reviewed
the area for potential floodplams

'ITic subject 6 2-mile line of the Great Western Railway is not located within a designated
tloodplum From a review ol mapping for this urea, it appears that the only potentially jurisdiitional
waters of the United Slates near the line arc Ihe HrlKhoro Ditch and a small ephemeral tributary that
(lows to the ditch

Based on the information provided, a Department of the Army (DA) Permit would likely not be
required for work at this site II, however, it is deleimined that work associated with this project tequires
the placement of dredged or fill material, and any excavation associated with a dredged or Jill project,
either temporary or permanent, in an aquatic site, this office should be notified by a proponent of the
project lor an Approved Junsdietional Oclci rnination of \valers of the U S

Work in an aquatic site should be shown on a map identifying Ihe Quarter Section, Township,
Range and County of the work and the dimensions ol work in each area Any loss of an aquatic site may
require mitigation Mitigation requirements will he determined during the Department of Ihe Army
permitting review

If there are any questions call Mr. Terry McKec of my office at 303-W-4120 and reference
Corps File No. NWO-2007-3567-DEN

Sincerely,

I' Ciarey
Ucnve} RefeulaloryOffiee
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EXHIBIT E

HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFR SECTION 1105.8)

STB DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. IX)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

The Historic Report should contain the information required by Section
1105.7(e)(l) of the Environmental Report prepared for the proposed abandonment:

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of the rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposes to abandon its
Welty Branch located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Welty, in Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6.2 miles (the "Line") Upon
receipt of abandonment authority, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track materials, and
cross tics

During the removal of the track and track materials, GWRC does not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill Only existing
public and private access roads and the GWRC right-of-way should be needed to
facilitate the salvage operations In addition, there are no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed There are no bridges to be removed and no surrounding waterways.

The Line has not been used for local traffic in over 20 years and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line The Line is stub-ended and not capable
of handling overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
freight operations or maintenance practices on this Line

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the Line to all other GWRC customers Obviously, this
would not be a prudent use of GWRC's resources. The Line is in extremely poor
condition.

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached as Exhibit 1
Office of Proceedings

FEB222008
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HISTORIC REPORT

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the
proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years or older and are
part of the proposed action.

Two U.S Geological Survey maps depicting the Line proposed for abandonment
were supplied to the Colorado Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
("SHPO") See Exhibit 2 There arc no structures 50 years old or older associated with
the abandonment of the Line

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate
widths, to the extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural
characteristics of the surrounding area.

The Line branches off GWRC's mainline at the intersection of route 17 and N 2nd

Street in Johnstown (population 3,827), extends in a southwesterly direction through
Johnstown until it reaches route 15 and then extends westerly through a predominantly
rural area to the end of the Line just west of Interstate Hwy 25 The basic rail corridor
nght-of-way is approximately 80 feet in width for the majority of the length of the Line.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years or older and of
the immediate surrounding area.

There arc no railroad structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known.

There are no railroad structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed
action.

GWRC is the successor to the Great Western Railway Company that constructed
the Line sometime between 1901 and 1906 primarily to serve the sugar beet industry in
the area. Subsequently, the Line was used to transport various agricultural products. The
Line, however, has not been used for over 20 years Because no traffic has moved over
this Line in over 20 years, the proposed abandonment will not result in any change in rail
operations.



6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found
to be historic.

GWRC does not possess any such documents

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a
likelihood of archcological resources or any other previously unknown historic
properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or
universities).

The Line contains no histonc structures and GWRC is unaware of any
archcological resources or railroad histonc properties along the Line.

On September 21,2007, GWRC sent a letter to the SHPO eliciting their views on
the proposed abandonment. See Exhibit 2 In response, the SHPO noted that the Line
was determined eligible for the National Register of Histonc Places in 1989. The SHPO
was also of the view "that there are numerous railroad-related structures along the route,
including signposts, signals, and trestles " See Exhibit 3

GWRC is unaware of the Line's eligibility for the National Register Also,
GWRC is not aware of any structures along the Line that are owned by GWRC and that
would be affected by the proposed abandonment In any event, GWRC will work with
the SHPO to resolve these matters.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmadc) that might affect the
archcological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of
toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain.

There are no existing records as to the nature any known subsurface ground
disturbance or fill, or environmental condition that might affect the archeological
recovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic
Preservation Officer may request the following additional information regarding
specified nonrailroad owned properties or groups of properties immediately
adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs of specified properties that can
be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way
adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or
native American).



GWRC will work with the SHPO on the matters discussed above and will provide
the SHPO whatever additional information is need in association with the proposed Line
abandonment
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Colorado Archeology and Historic Preservation Office
1300 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") is planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6.2-mile line of railroad located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment is
attached One of the requirements for this filing with the STB is that the carrier contact the State
Historic Preservation Office regarding the proposed abandonment

F.nclosed are twp U.S Geological Survey maps depicting the area where the rail line is
located The proposed abandonment will involve the removal of the rail, track material, and
cross tics

The rail line GWRC seeks to abandon is located in Weld County, Colorado The line
begins at milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and extends generally in a westerly direction to the end ol
the line at milepost 6 2, at Welty The line crosses through predominately flat, rural areas

There are no structures 50 years old or older associated with the abandonment of the 6 2-
milc rail line
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We will send you a copy of the Historic Report as soon as it is completed. If I can of
further assistance regarding this matter, please call me at (202) 638-3307.

Sincerely,

Karl Morell
Attorney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC

Hnclosures
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15 October 2007

Karl Morcll
BallJamkLLP
1455 I7 Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005

RE Docket No AB-857(SubNo 1), Great Western Railway of Colorado, Track Abandonment,
Johnstown to Welly, Weld County

Dear Mr Morel!

Thank you for your recent correspondence dated 21 September 2007, concerning the proposed
abandonment of a 6 2-rnilc stretch of track between Johnstown and Welly Our office has
reviewed the submitted materials This railroad line is more than fifty years old Ilus segment
was determined to IK eligible for the National Register of I Iistonc Places in 1989 It appears that
(here are numerous railroad-related structures along the route, including signposts, signals, and
trestles These Hems are related to the railroad's significance and should be considered when
planning the dissolution of the line We look forward to reviewing your Historic Report when it
i.s completed

If you have any questions, please contact Joseph Saldibnr, Architectural Services Coordinator, at
(303)866-3741

Sincerely,

- , .,
corgianna Conttguglia

Stale Historic Preservation Officer, and
President, Colorado Historical Society

OFFICR Ol- ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
301-866-3392 * I ax .101-8^6-271 I * L-m:nl oahpffi'dn slaic to us * Interim www colon Job iMnr>-tulip nrg

C O L O R A D O H I S T O R I C A L SOGIET.Y

1300 [(ROADWAY UENVIR COIORADO 80203 "|CL J01/R6A 3395 TAX J03/»*(ift-27l 1


